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I'm working on a project where we need consistent printing of certain pages, and PDFs are made for that. The customers also like to have some local copies, so this would be a two-fold win. Things get really precarious in printing as far as where page breaks end up and how padding effects things. 


What I want to do:


	User is viewing a page
	User requests a PDF
	PHP generates a HTML file, pretty much the site minus the wrapper and plus CSS
	PHP stores that to /tmp/foobar.html
	PHP executes a command that prints to PDF, similar to firefox --display=:1 -print /tmp/foobar.html -printmode pdf -printfile /tmp/foobar.pdf
	PHP uploads that PDF to Amazon S3 for permanent storage, adds into our database for future reference



What I've tried:


I've installed Firefox on my server and Xvfb. I've tried setting up Xvfb to be a virtual display and have Firefox run on it, but I get Xlib:  extension "RANDR" missing on display ":1". no matter what I do. It's probably misconfigured, I did try adding that extension when starting the new screen with no luck. I'm not sure if I'm not going about this the right way. If Firefox and Xvfb are the right route, what's the proper way to get them to talk to eachother? Are there more dependencies? I'll elaborate on this if it turns out to be the right path. 


What I don't want to do:


No native PHP converters - Lots of nested tables in this HTML, lots of floats, lots of stuff native PHP doesn't handle well. I've tried all 3 already. 


I could so easily do this on a Windows server, but I'd rather keep costs down. Plus then I'd have to set up cross-server communications, which will slow things down a bit


TL:DR; I'm trying to print to PDF using Firefox running on a server with no display so I can have a consistent print experience. I've tried Xvfb and I've almost given up. If this is the correct way, how do I configure Xvfb? Otherwise, how else would I go about doing this? 
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                See this: stackoverflow.com/questions/176476/… . I would go with htmldoc. Never failed me.
                
                
– schaiba
                

                Feb 7, 2013 at 11:19
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                I mentioned at the end of my post that I've tried that and it botched the display. If only it was that easy! Prince in that post looks good, but for the price..
                
                
– kavisiegel
                

                Feb 7, 2013 at 11:24
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                My personal solution so far has been running wkhtmltopdf.exe in Wine. Not really fit for a server, but WebKit-based... YMMV (linux version of wkhtmltopdf crashed for me)
                
                
– Deer Hunter
                

                Feb 7, 2013 at 11:44
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                I'll give wkhtmltopdf a shot and see how it handles our markup. Call me stubborn, but I really like the idea of having the same browser doing the printing as I'm working with. Just would simplify my process a good bit. I suppose wkhtmltopdf shouldn't be much different than Chrome, though.. which sucks, because Chrome doesn't do as well with CSS page break rules as Firefox does.
                
                
– kavisiegel
                

                Feb 10, 2013 at 12:30
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	ubuntu
	php
	firefox
	pdf
	xvfb

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		




        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        PHP session files have permissions of 000 - They're unusable
                    

                    
                        
                            22

                        
                        Mysteriously empty $_POST array
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        How to install FF on Ubuntu Server for use in printing PDF's from the command line
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Bulletproofing downloads of large PDFs against browser misconfiguration?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Enabling mcrypt on mac os for nginx
                    

                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        Firefox periodically doesn't download CSS files from nginx server over HTTP2 with SSL
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How can I "spy" on an Apache web server's response to server-side code like PHP or JavaScript?
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Why is the Compaq FWS2ASPI.SYS driver not recognized as an ASPI driver?
                

            
	
                

                    Travelling Europe with UK partner as Dutch citizen
                

            
	
                

                    How to remove the smell of bicarbonate of soda?
                

            
	
                

                    Compare number to string with ranges and single numbers
                

            
	
                

                    Are two subgroups of prime index with a large intersection necessarily conjugate?
                

            
	
                

                    Are these valid histograms?
                

            
	
                

                    How hard to brake to perfectly smoothly reach the destination?
                

            
	
                

                    Show that the piecewise function is not Riemann integrable.
                

            
	
                

                    both of my parents are dead or both of my parents were dead
                

            
	
                

                    Can air itself be theoretically considered as a (very poor) wireless ESD grounding strap?
                

            
	
                

                    Applications of Categorical Logic to Logic
                

            
	
                

                    Received a verbal offer via videoconferencing - how long to wait for initial written offer?
                

            
	
                

                    What makes the Golan Heights a geopolitical region and strategically important for Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    Why should I use 多く instead of 多い in the sentence: 留学生はアジア人が多く
                

            
	
                

                    Characterization of Determinant using multiplicativity and image of diagonal matrices
                

            
	
                

                    What event, short of a war or apocalypse, could cause social and technological regress?
                

            
	
                

                    Are Don Juan and Haidée both Greek, as this line in the poem seems to suggest?
                

            
	
                

                    Cutting machine with Linux: fsck died with status code 4
                

            
	
                

                    An exact definition of multiplication
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make this table?
                

            
	
                

                    Dominance of connectives: Why do we teach this?
                

            
	
                

                    Representing natural numbers as sums of distinct prime powers
                

            
	
                

                    Could an ecosystem entirely made up of parasites be possible?
                

            
	
                

                    What happens when Congress violates the Constitution through inaction?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Server Fault

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5960
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    